[Safety and efficacy of weekly paclitaxel followed by FEC100 as primary systemic therapy for breast cancer].
The efficacy and safety of primary systemic therapy with weekly paclitaxel (wPTX; 80 mg/m2) followed by FEC100 (cyclophosphamide 500 mg/m2, epirubicin 100 mg/m2, 5-fluorouracil 500 mg/m2)were investigated in 52 patients with stage I-III A locally advanced breast cancer. Clinical response was complete in 30 patients (58%) and partial in 19 patients (37%). Pathological complete response was found in 23 primary lesions and 17 sentinel and/or sampling lymph nodes. No patients developed progressive disease and major adverse events except for febrile neutropenia in ten patients. These results showed that primary systemic therapy with wPTX followed by FEC100 is a feasible therapeutic option for breast cancer.